changeXchange :

LAPD workshop in art and social change: July 9 - 27, 2007
For Performers and other Artists, Students, Activists,
people working for social change

The Los Angeles Poverty Department is a theater group made
up mainly of homeless and formerly homeless people living
in Skid Row Los Angeles.

LAPD 's mission is to create performance work that connects
lived experience to the social forces that shape the lives
and communities of people living in poverty.

“The Los Angeles Poverty Department has become one of the
country’s most outspoken and profound theater troupes.” --
Natalie Haddad, Real Detroit,

changeXchange LAPD's irregularly scheduled 3 week summer
workshop in art for social change is back as part of LAPD's
year long project UTOPIA/distopia which addresses the
dynamic of development and displacement that is currently
rocking downtown Los Angeles.

UTOPIA/distopia:

Who wins and who loses in the development process?
Who gets to project a vision of the future?

And ultimately, who gets to be downtown?

UTOPIA/distopia is a series of art activities, grass roots

hearings and research projects, culminating in performance

events. UTOPIA/distopia, the project, seeks to project and

inject the vision of marginalized people living and working
in downtown into civic debate about the future of downtown

Los Angeles.

UTOPIA/distopia project activities start in April 2007 and
continue with ongoing research and performance development,
and public events monthly through January 2008.

changeXchange participants will contribute to
UTOPIA/distopia events and development, while pursuing
their own artistic trajectory.

changeXchange focuses on community engagement and the
development of performance work.
¢ Community interaction includes meetings and
volunteer work with grass roots organizations
working for social justice on Skid Row.



¢ changeXchange performance workshops are about
understanding and articulating your Skid Row
experience through performance.
Workshops with LAPD director, John Malpede, will
explore generating performance materials from ‘found
texts’; public documents, news accounts and on the
ground investigations which include attending public
meetings, conducting interviews and personal
experience. Performer and LAPD associate director
Henriette Brouwers will develop individual and group
improvisation through movement and voice techniques
based on corporeal mime and African dance.
Playwright and bebop poet Ron Allen will use poetry to
generate utopian/distopian texts and explore the
heights and depths of personal and collective
experience.

Take what you learn, transform it through your own genius,
passion and commitment and use it in your future projects.

“LAPD is an imperfect act of faith. Its subject is not
homelessness, but its causes, deep in the human and
communal psyche. They reach their audiences at a place
where our fears meet, even though our lives may be
drastically different.” - Lucy R. Lippard, Z Magazine

Nuts and Bolts:

* Workshop takes place July 9- July 27; Monday-Friday,
9:00am - noon & 2:00-5:00pm and some activities in the
evenings and on the weekends.

*Tuition is $1,000. Limited financial assistance is
available.

For more information: please email at "contact LAPD" on
our website: www.lapovertydept.org

Housing Options:

If you choose, you can stay in safe, affordable housing on
Skid Row provided for changeXchanger's absolutely free by
project partner SRO Housing, Inc. (SRO is an‘'exemplary non-
profit who's hotels provide a significant part of the
solution to homelessness in Los Angeles).

PLEASE PRE-REGISTER BY May 15, 2007.

I want to enroll in LAPD workshop in art and social
change: July 9-27, 2007.

Here is my non-refundable deposit of $250. I will pay the
tuition balance of $750 by June 30, 2007.

Name




Organization (or not)
Address
City/state/Zip

Phone

DOB

Housing:

I want free housing at a single room occupancy hotel.
(Space is limited - ten rooms available).

_ I will arrange my own housing.

Write a 1500 word (or less) narrative describing your
background and interest in the workshop.

Please fill out this form and email it with your narrative
to: Jmalfoot@aol.com

If interested in financial assistance, please explain your
need and how a scholarship would help you. Awards are from
$100 - $500.

Send checks to:

Los Angeles Poverty Department
POB 26190

Los Angeles, CA 90026

PH: (213) 413-1077

Refund Policy

Withdrawal prior to first day of workshop: 100% of tuition minus $250 non-
refundable deposit. Withdrawal during the first week: 60%. There will be no
refunds after the first week of workshop.

changeXchange is funded in part by the National Endowment
for the Arts.



