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To:       The Members of Congress 
From:   The Board of Directors of the National Music Council 
Date:    March 13, 2007 
 
The members of the National Music Council, who together represent some one million 
individuals, are unified in a commitment to support music education because we know 
how much a balanced, sequential education that includes music can bring to the 
development of our young people. We have all, individually and collectively, seen the 
impact that music education has on the social, physical, and intellectual growth of 
students. We have all watched with growing interest the explosion of research that backs 
up our long-held belief in the essential importance of music education. And we have all 
shared in the pleasure of seeing more and more recognition by the public and key 
decision-makers of the role that music education must play in our schools and in our 
society.  

Sadly, we have also seen the growth of forces that stand in the way of the simple fact 
that every child must receive the benefits delivered by music education. Sometimes 
these forces are political; sometimes they are budgetary; and sometimes they are simply 
administrative. In all cases, however, they can be easily overcome with a simple 
commitment (reflected in legislation and in funding) to providing our children with the 
benefits of music education.  
 
And we will all benefit: the music industry, which contributes significantly to our national 
economy; professional performers, who add immeasurably to our communities; 
composers, arrangers, and publishers, who bring the riches of creation to our national 
life; and most of all, our children.  

We ask for your commitment toward these goals by supporting the following: 
 
• Funding for the National Endowment for the Arts should be increased in the FY08 

Interior Appropriations Bill, including the continuation and expansion of programs 
aligned with the National Standards for Arts Education. 

 
• During the reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, we ask 

that the arts, as a core academic subject, be included on state and local report cards. 
 
• The Department of Education should be sure to include the arts and other core 

academic subjects in federally funded education research.  Funding should be 
allocated to maintain the schedule for a National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) of the arts and a Fast Response Statistical Survey (FRSS) of the 
arts.   

 
• Arts education funding in the FY08 Labor-HHS-Education Appropriations Bill should 

be increased.  Without an increase in funding, there will be no new innovative 
programs.  Funded programs should be subject to accountability and reporting 
requirements. 

 
We offer our collective expertise in providing you with any documentation or information 
that might serve you, and our gratitude for your support. 
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