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To: The Members of Congress
From: The Board of Directors of the National Music Council
Date: March 31, 2009

The members of the National Music Council, who together represent some one
million individual members of the greater U.S. music community, are unified in our
commitment to support music education because we know the many benefits that a
rich and varied arts education brings to the development of all young Americans. We
have all, individually and collectively, seen the immense positive impact that music
education has on the social, physical, and intellectual development of students. We
have all watched with growing interest the explosion of research that backs up our
long-held belief in the essential importance of music and arts education. And we
have all shared in the pleasure of seeing more and more recognition by the public
and educational decision-makers of the key role that music education must play in
our schools and in our society.

In light of this, we ask your commitment for the following legislative recommendations
during the upcoming reauthorization of No Child Left Behind (NCLB).

» Retaining music and the arts as core academic subjects of learning - a
designation given to the arts in the No Child Left Behind Act.

» Requiring annual state reports on student access to core academic subjects.

» Improving national data collection and research in arts education. The U.S.
Department of Education’s scheduled research projects should include the
arts in studies conducted on the condition of education, practices that
improve academic achievement, and the effectiveness of Federal and other
education programs.

= Communicating with states regarding stimulus funding. Make it clear that
money allocated to education in the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act may be used to fund enhancements of music and arts programs.

Thank you so much for your consideration of these important goals, which will benefit
not only our children, but will ultimately increase the creative output of American
composers and musicians to the betterment of not only the social fabric of the United
States, but also the economy.

Founded in 1940 and chartered by the 84th Congress in 1956, the National Music
Council is in a unique position to assist in providing you with any documentation or
information that might serve you. We offer our collective expertise and our gratitude
for your support.
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