Congress of the Lnited States
Fouse of Representatioes
Aashington, BC 209)5

May 6, 2005
The Honorable Charles Taylor The Honorable Norm Dicks
Chairman Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Interior Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior Appropriations
and Related Agencies and Related Agencies
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations
U.S. House of Representatives U.S. House of Representatives
B-308 Rayburn House Office Building 1016 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Taylor and Ranking Member Dicks:

We urge you to support a budget of $136.3 million for the National Endowment for the
Arts. This represents a $15 million increase over the FY 05 budget of $121.3 million and would go
towards supporting the NEA’s mission to bring the arts to all Americans. An increase would
ensure that the NEA can continue to support the creation, preservation and presentation of the arts
in every corner of the country, as well as fund popular initiatives like Challenge America,
American Masterpieces, Shakespeare in American Communities, Operation Homecoming, and
Jazz Masters. Without an increase, the NEA will be unable to maintain existing programs, expand
existing ones or undertake new initiatives without diminishing existing programs of great
effectiveness.

Additional funds will allow the Agency to continue to serve the American people through
innovative programs. Among the programs in 2005, Shakespeare in American Communities has
brought professional theatre productions to more than 100 communities in all 50 states, including
U.S. military bases; Operation IHHomecoming: Writing the Wartime Experience, provides a unique
literary experience for U.S. military personnel and their families; and Challenge America:
Reaching Every Community, uses the arts to enhance America’s communities through grants for
arts education, youth-at-risk, cultural preservation, community arts partnerships and improved
access to the arts for all Americans.

The NEA has never recovered from a 40% budget cut in FY 96 and its programs remain
seriously underfunded. A budget of $136.3 million for the NEA is an affordable investment in
the arts, although it represents less than the $170 million it received ten years ago and less than
the American public want and need.



The NEA is a great investment in the economic growth of every community. The
nonprofit arts industry alone generates $134 billion annually in economic activity, supports 4.8
million full-time equivalent jobs and returns $10.5 billion to the federal government in income
taxes. That's an 8:1 return.

In 2004, the NEA provided direct grants in 99% of all congressional districts. The NEA
has helped spread the benefit of the arts across the nation through its funding partnership with
state arts agencies, which receive 40% of its appropriated program funds.

Federal funding for the arts is critical to leveraging private funding. Private support
cannot replace the leadership role of government cultural funding, especially at a time when al
forms of support for the arts are down while needs are greater than ever.

The NEA supports life-long learning in the arts. The NEA’s education programs have
helped to sustain support in local communities for arts education, which has been proven to he
close the education achievement gap as well as to benefit children and adults in many importar
ways. During these critical times, Americans look to the arts for education, entertainment, and
enlightenment.

By approving this budget increase, you will strengthen the NEA’s ability to play its par
for all Americans.

Sincerely,
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